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Poets generally donot preserve the rough drafts of theirearliest

compositions. But Arzu did not destroy those ghazals which he had
submitted to Sukhan for revision and which borethe corrections and
remarks made by the master. Speaking oftheserough drafts at the age of
65 he writes in the Majma-un-Nafais:

"For the last 50 years I have preserved these scraps of paperwhich
bear the amendments made by my master in the original composition.
Even now loccasionally look at them so that,remaining ever mindful of
my worthlessness, | may not take pridein what I have accomplished." (op.
cit. f0l.180 b)[72]
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On Nasir Ali’sdeath, which occurred in1108 A.H./1696 A.D.,Bedil
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was left as the greatest Indian poet living. His Disciples were scattered
all over the country with some of whom Arzu hadpersonal relations.
Arzu was very desirous of coming in contact with Bedil. He had already

composed the following verse:
uﬁ};ww&,&ﬂ/ Al Ula //g;«;’ ST
Now that he was in Delhi, he sent the undermentioned quatra into
Bedil:
L Qbf”, 19oit (75 /s L Ql], J‘.;JJK(}I
v d.t’ ct J QL/ Jy S 4k J e =2 1
It is not known what Bedil wrote in reply to this. Arzu,however, met
Bedil on two occasions. But these meetings did notleave a happy
impression on his mind. While speaking of the fair mindedness of

Sarkhush, he says that Bedil as compared to Sarkhush had not a
hundredth part of this good quality in him.(Safina-i-Ishrat,fol.81a)[76]
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Have you seen a volume of Lyrical Ballads, etc?

They are by Coleridge and Wordsworth,but their names not affixed.
Coleridge,s Ballads of the Ancyent Mariner is, I think, the clumsiest
attempt at German sblimity I ever saw. Many others are very fine (4)
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The writings of Plato ,and Bishop Taylor , and the

"Theoria Sacra" of Burnet, furnish undeniable proofsthat poetry of
the highest kind may exist without metr and even without the

contra-distinguishing objects of aPoem (5)
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The second verse is faulty as he seems to consider tears a sufficient

remedy (for love-pains). So why should have to ask for another expedient

and for endurance and a wailing place at the traces (8)
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Shakespeare is above all writers, at least above all modern writers,the
poet of nature; the poet that holds up to his readers a faithful mirrour of
manners and of life. His characters are not modified by the customs of
particular places, (9)
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It seems to me that men do not rightly understand their strenth. They

spend their strenth in small matters... Man look carefully into all that
variety of books with which the art and science abound, he will find

everywhere endless repetitions of the same (10)
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